Minimally invasive options for cutaneous defects: secondary intention healing, partial closure, and skin grafts.
Several wound management options are available for defects of the head and neck, and choosing the best option requires consideration of several variables. The physical characteristics of the defect, the experience and preferences of the surgeon, and the desires and medicosocial situation of the patient may influence the final reconstructive decision. As the concepts and techniques in the field of reconstructive surgery advance, conservative wound management options should not be overlooked. This article reviews the minimally invasive options for the management of cutaneous defects, including second intention healing, partial closures, and skin grafts. The authors review the basic concepts of wound healing.